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The modern-day Hadassah, introduced to readers in the previous novel, is the wife of Israel's Prime

Minister, with all its reflected power but also its isolation. The inner pain she feels as her beloved

land and people are terrorized by political strife and bombings is made even more personal as her

own father comes under attack. And then she learns of information that could have tragic

repercussions on Jews living in Iraq, where Queen Esther had laid her own life on the line to save

her people. The successor to Xerxes has no love for the Jews, and when he discovers the Star of

David medallion on Leah (the young queen's candidate Esther wrote to in Hadassah), he is

outraged. Leah is delegated to the "rejected" category, virtually a prisoner for life in the king's

palace, with no hope and no future.Will Queen Esther and Mordecai be able to rescue Leah from

the "ash heap" of Persian royal tradition? And even if they can, will Leah ever be able to truly love

someone after all she has been through?
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Picking up where the biblical book of Esther leaves off, THE HADASSAH COVENANT traces the

fate of a concubine named Leah whose Jewish ancestry prevents her from becoming the queen of



Persia during the Babylonian exile of the Jews from Jerusalem. Years earlier, Esther, then the

queen, had befriended her, and the ongoing exchange of letters between the two women provides

crucial clues to historical events that reverberate down to the present day.Those events place

Hadassah (the Jewish name for Esther), the wife of the present-day prime minister of Israel, in the

critical role of saving the lives of "hidden Jews" who are being hunted down and killed by militant

Muslims in Iraq. Unable or reluctant to leave Iraq decades earlier, many Jews had hidden their

ancestry by taking on Arabic names and assimilating into the culture; now their identities have been

revealed, and their lives are at stake. Several brutal murders of adults and children have even been

shown on television.The link between the ancient Israelites in Persia and the contemporary Jews in

Iraq is Mordecai, Queen Esther's uncle and adoptive father who had served as "exilarch," one who

represented the entire Jewish population during the exile. The letters between Esther and Leah,

which tell the rest of the story about Mordecai, offer the key to a peaceful resolution to the wave of

terror that has struck Iraqi Jews.Enter the Mossad, the secret service of Israel, and one Mossad

agent in particular who discovers and carefully guards the ancient letters as he analyzes their

content. He and Hadassah share an important link, and they join forces in applying what they've

learned from the past to forging a plan for peace in the present.
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